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SAFEGUARDS 

US MARYLAND RESTRICTS FLAME RETARDANTS  
IN CERTAIN TOYS AND CHILDCARE ARTICLES 
The US state of Maryland recently approved measures to expand the restriction of the flame retardant TCEP to 
include a restriction on TDCPP in childcare articles and toys for young children. The new law takes effect on 1 

October 2014. 

CONSUMER GOODS AND RETAIL 

In May 2013, Maryland approved 
measures to regulate the flame 
retardant tris-(2-chloroethyl) phosphate 
(TCEP) in childcare articles, including 
toys, for children under the age of 3. 
The law has been in force since 
October 20131. 
 
On 5 May 2014, the Governor of 
Maryland signed HB 229 ‘CHILD CARE 
PRODUCTS CONTAINING FLAME-
RETARDANT CHEMICALS TDCPP – 
PROHIBITION’ into law2. The new law 
amends the existing restriction on the 
flame retardant tris-(2-chloroethyl) 
phosphate (TCEP) to include tris-(1,3-
dichloro-2-propyl) phosphate (TDCPP) in 
child care articles, including toys, for 
children under the age of 3. The new 
restriction takes effect on 1 October 
2014. 
 
Highlights of the existing law on TCEP 
and the new law on TDCPP are 
summarised in Table 1 

 

1 SGS-Safeguard 077/13 
2 HB 229  

http://newsletter.sgs.com/eNewsletterPro/uploadedimages/000006/sgs-safeguards-07713-us-maryland-retricts-flame-retardant-tcep-in-certain-childcare-products-a4-en-13.pdf�
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2014RS/Chapters_noln/CH_391_hb0229t.pdf�
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FOR ENQUIRIES:    
  
Global Competence Support Centre: 
gcsc@sgs.com 
 
HK– Hingwo Tsang Tel: +852 2774 7420 or 
Hingwo.Tsang@sgs.com 
 

Asia – Hong Kong,  
Tel: +852 2334 4481,  
mktg.hk@sgs.com 
 
Australasia – Perth.  
Tel: +61 (0) 3 9790 3418  
au.cts@sgs.com 
 
Europe – London – UK.  
Tel: +44(0) 203 008 7860 
gb.cts.sales@sgs.com 
 
Africa & Middle East – Turkey.  
Tel: +90 212 368 40 00 
sgs.turkey@sgs.com 
 
Americas – USA.  
Tel: +1 973 575 5252 
uscts.inquiries@sgs.com 
 
www.sgs.com/cgnr  
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This publication is intended to provide technical information 
and shall not be considered an exhaustive treatment of any 
subject treated. It is strictly educational and does not replace 
any legal requirements or applicable regulations. It is not 
intended to constitute consulting or professional advice. The 
information contained herein is provided “as is” and SGS does 
not warrant that it will be error-free or will meet any particular 
criteria of performance or quality. Do not quote or refer any 
information herein without SGS’s prior written consent. 

TABLE 1.  

CODE OF MARYLAND 
ARTICLE – HEALTH, SECTION 24-306 

CITATION FLAME RETARDANT SCOPE REQUIREMENT EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter 349 
(HB 99, 2012) 
  

TCEP  0.1% 1 October 2013 

Chapter 391 
(HB 229, 2014) 

TDCPP  0.1% 1 October 2014 

Childcare products for children 
under the age of three including 

 Baby products 

 Car seats 

 Crib Mattresses 

 Nursing pillows 

 Toys 

 Strollers   

Throughout our global network of laboratories, we are able to provide a range of 
services, including analytical testing and consultancy for flame retardants and other 
restricted substances in consumer products for the US and international markets. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 
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