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SGS AUSTRALIA STARTS FIELD TRIAL SERVICES
The newly established Contract Research Organisation (CRO) of SGS Australia is up and running.
The first of a number of efficacy
trials were established this month in
Australia’s main banana production
region (Innisfail, North Queensland),
assessing the efficacy of foliar applied
controlled release nitrogen sources.
This aims to reduce nitrogen losses and
minimise run-off into the Great Barrier
Reef.
The importance of protecting the Great
Barrier Reef has become apparent
after discussions with a number of
sponsor companies. In addition to
potential leaching of fertiliser products,
pesticide movement is now a major
environmental and regulatory issue.
Sponsor companies must demonstrate
that any new and/or existing products
do not pose a threat to such pristine
environments.
SGS is in early discussions with
a number of sponsor companies
establishing protocols for soil dissipation
studies. This area has not been well
serviced in the Australian market.
Globally, SGS Group has considerable
experience with these studies and also
across business units within the country.
One of SGS Australia’s key priorities
will be to gain GLP accreditation. It is
anticipated that this will be achieved
in 2013. Consequently, these activities
along with product evaluation (efficacy
and crop safety), will be the initial focus
of the business. Product evaluation will
initially be focused on the country’s
sub tropical and tropical cropping
regions. SGS Australia has considerable
expertise in tropical cropping industries
as well as proximity to the region’s
markets.
Our expansion will take our operations
into a range of geographic territories
covering both broadacre and temperate

horticultural production. As with other
SGS units (Seed & Crop), varietal
screening of GMO and conventional
crop varieties may be an opportunity in
the future.
Feedback from the Australian market
has been excellent. The breadth and
diversity of SGS Australia’s expertise
is helping to differentiate it from other
CROs. SGS is able to offer services
across the entire food chain, from
pre-planting, through to post harvest
evaluation. It is expected that there will
be synergies with other overseas SGS
units. Negotiations are underway with a
number of sponsors for global pesticide
development work and Australia is one
of a number of countries collating data
as part of global packages. For clients
the ease of dealing with a single partner
across multiple locations is appealing.
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Banana field trial. Although yield is the main
assessment criteria leaf emergence rate and
disease development are other indices being
measured throughout the trial duration. There
is an expectation that some synergies may be
evident between the test formulation and the
rate and severity of disease incidence.

